VALLABHBHAI PATEL CHEST INSTITUTE
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI
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Ref.No.VPCI/Admn.II/MOHFW/2021/ \ e @\ Dated: 09.09.2021

CIRCULAR

Sub: Code of Conduct for Public Officials to comply with WHO FCTC Article 5.3 (To
protect public health policies from tobacco industry interference) — reg.

Please find enclosed herewith a copy of the Office Memorandum
No.P.16012/05/2020-TC dated 24.08.2020 of the Tobacco Control Division, Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, Government of India regarding Code of Conduct for Public
Officials in Compliance to Article 5.3 of WHO FCTC for information and compliance.

All faculty members/sectional heads are requested to ensure for compliance of the
Code of Conduct for Public Officials in Compliance to article 5.3 of WHO FCTC.

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

Encl.: As above (8 Q
nc S ve (8 pages) 0 __—
. Joint Registrar
To
All Faculty Members/
Sectional Heads/HODs
VPCI
Copy to:

e PS to Director — for information to the Director.
Website Division — for uploading on the Institute’s website.
e Master Copy
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No. P, 16012/05/2020-TC
Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
[Tobacco Controf Division)

Nirman Bhawan, New Deihj
Dated the 24t August, 2021

OFFICE MEMORANDUN
Subject: Coge of Conduct for Pu

blic Officials to comply with WHO FCTC Article 53(To protect
public health policies from tobacco industry interferance) - reg.

The undersigned s directed to refer fo OM No. P.160121081’2019¢TC dated 4* July,
2020 and OM of €ven no. dated st January, 2021 (copy enclosed) on the above ment
Compliance of th

€ Code of Conduyct for Public officials while interacting with
2. Inthis fegard, it is further tari

or its representative
that the "The provisions in-para5& 6 of
Conduct are only applicapte when the issues pertain to toba
3 1tis, therefore, fequested that this -

Divisions and the instituticns/autonomous bodies unde
for its effective Compliance.

Subject, regarding
tobacco industry

larification May be brought to the notice of alf the

7 Ministry of Healith and Family Welfare

4 This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority. _QD
- ‘ 5 h}/‘/gf/
{Srikala S)
Section Officer (Tobacco Contro)
. Tel: 01 1-23062868
Encl: As above )K
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.‘ Government of India
Ministry of Health & F amily Welfare
-~{Tobacco Control Division)

bFY

1

\
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Nirman Bhawan, New Dethi
Dated the 6th January, 2021

Subject: Code of Conduct for Public Officials to comply with WHO FCTC Adicle 53
(To protect public heaith policies from tobacco industry interference) - reg.

The undersigned is directed to refer to the OM of this Ministry issued vide No.
P.18012/08/2019-TC dated 4th July, 2020 (copy enciosed} on the above mentioned
subject circulated to all Divisions of this Ministry for compliance of the Code of
Conduct for Public officials to deal with any interaction with tobacco industry or jts
representative as developed by Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

2. in this regard. it is clarified that the "The provisions of the Guidelines referred
toin para 5.3 of the Code of anduct’regar«:ﬁng interactions with industry will only be
applicable to interactions with the companies when the issues being discussed relate
to tobacco or tobacco products. All other aspects of the Code of Conduct such as
Sponsorship, participation in the events etc. will remain unchanged",

3, Itis, therefore. requested that this clarification may be brought to the notice
of all the Divisions and the institutions/autonomous bodies under Ministry of Healih

and Family Welfare for the eflective compliance.

4. This issues with the approval of Competent Authority,

Encl As above

Chgritarity signe Ly PReapn
KURAMEL B

Dbe W' doss D4 15 4% Da i s
w00

ROaBON, fgwmen.

(Pradip Kumar Hal)

Under Secretary to the Government of India

Tel 011-2305301y
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h e No. P.16012/08/2019-TC
Governmen! of India
RMinistry of Health & Family Welfare

[Tobacco Conirol Division]

NirmanBhawan, New Delhi
Dated the 4th July, 2020
OFFICE NENMORANDUN

Subject: Code of Conduct for Public Officials to comply with WHO FCTC Asticie 5.3 (To
protect public heatth policies from tobacco industry interference) - reg

v

The undersigned is directed to refer 1o the sbove subject and 1o enciose & copy of the “Code
of Conduct for Public officials in compliance to Adicle 5.3 of WHO FCTC® whizh $8ys that
Government of india is a Pary fo the World Health Organization Framework Convention for
Tobaceo Control (WHO FCTC ) 1o undertake measures o reduce the demand and supply of obaces
products.

2. Ardicle 5.3 of the WHO FCTC recommends Parties to protect ther tobasco control and pubke
heallh paticies from commercial and otiier vesied interests of the tobaceo industry. Further, WHO
FCTC issued guigelines for compiiance with this Article. Now, Ministry of Health & Family Weliare
has-developed the Code of Conduct for Public Officials which includies & comprehensive protosol to
deal with any interaction with fobacen industry o7 is representative. This code of conduc! sha! apply
to ali the Officials of Minisiry of Health end Family Wellarc, its Depariments and all the autonomaonus
instifutions and Offices under its jurisdiction and to any person acing on thelr beha¥,

{2

The key features of the Code of Conduel are 25 foliows;

+ Interactions (¥ any) with the tobacco industry shal be¢ conducted h’;‘aﬂ&‘;‘z‘éﬁ:}xtéy as pa; the
guidelines annexed o the Code of Conduc!

« No pergon shal! directly or indirectiy accepl, support or endorse any parinarship with and
i, CONMIBUNOD from tobacco industry. In case o any existng parinership, agresmemt o
coliaboration with the tobacco ind usjry, should be discontinued within 3G days.

+ Oficizis shal! ensure that no person empioyed by the tobasco indusiry or any entity working
to furliver its interests and no person shal, accep! payments, gifis o services monglary o7 in
king, frem the tabaseo ngusiry.

« [ any violstion of the Code o7 Cong 48 pbserved. the same may be brought 1o the notice
through writien communization addressed 0 Breclor {Tobacen Contraly MoHPW.

4. ltis therelore, reauested tha the “Code of Condue!” sy enciosad may be biought te the notee

§ .00 44 s w43 Fve bt himroe Tas theninens v T = A TR £ £ o S % >
oiall the Divisons and the msttutans/autononous bodies vader Mok, for effeciive LomBliante
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1. Background

1.}

+-2

Pl

L%

Tobacco use is the leoding couse of preventable deoth ond kills holf of its users
prematurely™. Tobaceo use is dlso o key risk factor for major group of Non.
Communicable disegses™ - cordiovascular disease, cancer, chronic respiratory
disease, diabetes -ond other diseases inclyd ing tuberculosis and nevrologicol
disorders. About 14% of ali NCDs deaths omong adulls aged 30 years and
over are ottributable fo fobacco™ Globally it kills more than 80 lakh (8 miltion)
People a year. More than 70 lokh {7 million) of those deaths are the result of
direct fobocco use while oround 12 lokh (1.2 million} are the result of nen-
smakers being exposed 1o second-hand smoke™. Tobacco users who die
prematurely deprive their fomilies of income, roise the cost of healthcare and
hinder economic developmen.

In Indio, each year over 13 Iekh (1.3 million) deoths con be attributed 1o
tobacco use™, The actions needed to guer these preventable deaths are
outlined in the World Healih Orgonization Framework Convention on Tobocco
Control (WHO FCTC), which s an evidence-bosed freoty and enlists key
demond and supply reduction strategies tor tobacco control. The Governmen
of Indig has signed and rofified the WHO FCTC and is now g porty fo it along
with 181 nations® gnd hence is obligated 1o take systematic sieps towards
implemeniotion ofthe WHO FCTC.

The preamble to WHO FCTCH recognizes that couniries “need to be alert 1o
any efforts by the tobocco Industry to undermine or subver tobacco control
efforts and need to be informed of activities of tohace industry thot have
negative impact on fobgeeo eflorts”.

Article 5.3 of the WHO FCIC provides the Parfies to develop, implement,
periodicolly update end review comprehensive mulfisectoral national tobacco
conirol sirategies, plons and programmes In setfing and implementing theiy
public heglih policies with respect to toboceo control, Perties shall adi to
protect these policies from commercial and other vested interests of the
tobacco industry in accordance with notional low. Guidelines”: of the Aricle
5.3 also recommend thot Parties shoyld establish measures to limit interoctions
with “he tobacco industry and ensyre the fransparency of those inferactions
that oceur.

s o i s s
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2. Purpose Btis s

The purpose of these guidelines is to protect igbacco control policies and programmes
from commercial and other vested inferests of tobacco industry.

3. Scope

This Code of Conduct shall apply 1o all the Officials of Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, its Departments and all the autonomous institutions and Offices under its
jurisdiction and to any person acting on their behalf.

Definition of Terms

Q.

Tobocco Industry” (Tl) shall meon organisations, entities, essociations,
individuals and others who work for or on behalf of fobacco manufadiurers,
wholesalers, distributors, importers of fobacco products, growers, and other
individuals or organisations that work to further the inferests of the tobacco,
such as front groups and retailers.

For the purpose of these guidelines, it sholl also include any organisations,
entities, associations, individuals and others involved in e-cigarettes, as defined
in the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes {Produciion, Manufacture, Import,
Export, Transport, Sale, Distribution, Storage and Advertisement) Act, 2019.

“Tobacco Industry Interference” (TH) shall mean a broad array of factics and
strategies used directly or indirectly by the fobocco industry to interfere with the
sefting and implementaiion of public health policies with respect to tobacco
conirol.

Interaction with Tobacco Industry

8

5.2

- |

Officials and employees of Ministry of Health ond Family Welfare, its
Departments and all the autonomous institutions and Offices under its
jurisdiction and to ony person acting on their behalt shall interact with the
tobacco industry only when and fo the extent sirictly necessary fo enable them to
effectively regulate, supervise or conirol the tobacco indusiry ond their
products.

When inieractions with the fobacco indusiry ore necessary, such shall be
conducted transparently and in such o manner thot precludes the creation of
any perception or impression of a real or potential partnership or cooperation
resulling from or on account of such interaction.

The guidelines o be observed when interacting with tobacco industry are set
forth in details in Annexure.

PRSI
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6.

Partnership and Contribution

6.1  Officials and employees of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, its
Departments and all the autonomous insfitutions and Offices under its
jurisdiction and to any person acting on their behalf shall not directly or
indirectly accept, support or endorse:

6.1.1 any potential or real partnerships and non-binding or non-enforceable
agreements as well as any voluntary arrangement with the tobacco
industry or any entity or front groups or person working to further its
interests.

6.1.2 the tobacco industry organizing, promoting, paricipating in, or
performing, youth, public education or any initiatives that are directly or
indirectly related to tobacco control or their logo/brand

" name/trademark.

6.1.3 any position paper or policy instrument drafted by or in collaboration
with fobacco industry or any organization acting as a front group of TI.

6.2 In case of any existing parinership, agreement or colloboration with the
tobacco industry, should be discontinued within 30 days.

Conflict of Interest

7:d Officials shall ensure that no person employed by the tobacco industry or any
enfity working to further its interests be o member of any government body,
commitiee or advisory group that sets or implements fobacco control or public
health policy.

72 The Deparment should not award contracts for carrying out any work related to
setting and implementing public health policies with respect to tobacco control
to condidates or tenderers who have conflict of inferest with established
tobacco control policies.

7.8 Officials and employees of Ministry of Health and Family Welfore, its
Deportments and all the autonomous institutions ond Offices under its
jurisdiction and to any person octing on their behalf shall not accept payments,
gifts or services, monetary orin-kind, from the fobacco industry.

Reporting of Violation

Iif any violotion is observed, the same may be brought to the notice through written
communication addressed to Director (Tobacco Control), MoHFW.
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ANNEXURE

Guidelines to be observed when interacting with

tobacco industry

a.

-

Any proposed interaction with the tobacco industry must be known to all officials
concerned, and approved by competent authority not below the ronk of Joint Secretary
in case of Ministry of Health & Fomily Welfore, its Departments and Head of the
autonomous institutions and Offices under its jurisdiction and to any person acling on
their behalf.

The agenda of the proposed inferaction sholl be set in writing and ot least o week in
advance and should be approved by competent authority not below the rank of Joint

Secredary in case of Ministry of Health & Fomily Welfore, its Depariments and Heod of

the autonomous institutions and Offices under its jurisdiction and to any person adling
on their behalf. Officials must strictly adhere to the ogenda and structure of the

interaction.
Before the meeting, it must be clarified that such inferaction does not imply parinership,
dialogue and collaboration ond it must be indicoted to the Tobacco Industry that they
will not mischarocterise /misuse the nature of the meeting.

The poriiciponts in the interaction must be pre-determined, ol the details including
names ond designation musi be fully disclosed and recorded in the minutes of the
inferaction.

Officials must make the interaction brief, and shall ot aff fimes and strictly maintoin their
rightio terminate the interaction at any point.

The interaction shall sirictly be held af the premises of the Depariments office. Any
interaction outside the premises is stricily prohibited.
In all such meeting, the officials shall look out for the welfare of the public by prioritizing

the importance of public health.

All interaction with the tobacco industry must be recorded / documented and official
minutes must be prepared by the officials.

[T htpsiifevay who.intlen/nevs-roomiact-sheetsidelailitobacce

[2]WHO Report o1 the Global Tobacco Epidemic. 2019, Geneva: World Heallh Organization, 2018

[3TWHO Global Report: Moriality sttributable 1o tobacco, 2012

[&]Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India. Gioval Adul Tobacco Survey GATS 2 Indiz 201617

[Sintpsthwvewvihoinvicicient
{B]ntps:ifappswho.intirisitstream/mandie/10665/4 2811 A241591013.p8  sequence=1
{7] hups:iiapps.who.intiris/bitstream/handte/10655/80510/5 789241505185 _eng.pditisessionic= SBFEETHE625266F42 COBUBSDF 11T7FATsequence=




